
Anne -- 

As the proposed Costco Poultry Operation nears the permitting and construction 
phases, it is crucial that we get answers to key questions that have gone unanswered 
for about one year.

Please contact your City Council members and urge them to stop the City of 
Fremont, Costco, and Lincoln Premium Poultry's effort to develop their proposed 
massive poultry operation until proper (and independent) scientific analysis can 
be conducted.

The primary concern for the City of Omaha is in regards to long-term water quality 
impacts.  The City of Fremont is supporting efforts to develop a 350,000/day chicken 
processing facility, plus a feed mill, and a hatchery, all in a flood plane on the Platte 
River just upstream from the Omaha and Lincoln metro areas.  The chickens will be 
raised in more than 400 barns, holding 43,000 birds apiece in an 11+ county region 
north and east of the metro areas.  That is over 17,000,000 new birds in the region.  

Regarding water concerns there are two issues:

1.  The application of the chicken litter to be applied as fertilizer.  The amount of 
litter that will be created from the 400+ barns will be more than twice the equivalent 
amount of human waste generated daily by the entire city of Omaha (see on Page 9 of 
this John Hopkins University research letter).  That is a lot of waste, and even if 
operations are seamless, there will be some runoff into our waterways, especially do to 
heavier rainfall situations caused by increasing climate volatility.

2.  The discharge of processing wastes through the Fremont Wastewater 
Treatment Facility (WWTF). According to the EPA, the Fremont WWTF discharged 
521,565 lbs of nitrates in 2015.  With the construction of the new processing facility, the 
WWTF will in fact be upgraded to deal with much higher volumes of wastes, but we are 
talking about a massive increase in wastes from the 350,000 bird/day processing 
facility, feed mill, and hatchery.  Will the approximately 521,000 lbs of nitrates 
discharged from the Fremont WWTF in 2015 go down after the project is in operation?  
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This is an important question for Omaha, because remaining wastes are discharged into 
the Elkhorn River.  The Elkhorn River, which USGS water monitoring systems are 
already measuring up to 9 milligrams/liter or parts per million as displayed (10 parts per 
million is deemed unsafe by the EPA) then merges with the Platte River.  The Elkhorn 
and the Platte meet not far upstream from the Louisville wellhead sites which sit 
alongside the Platte River, and quench the thirst of most South Omaha residents.  The 
Elkhorn River also bypasses not far from the West Omaha wellhead site near Yutan.  
For these reasons Omaha water is at risk for higher nitrate levels (and other 
contaminants such as phosphates, antibiotic resistant pathogens, etc) in the future.

At this point in time, it is important to make sure the public is asking a specific question: 
 "Will the level of contaminants increase in our water after the project is 
developed at ANY point in the future?"  

Currently Dr. Alan Kolok, the Director of the Environmental Health & Toxicology 
Department at UNMC, is leading a team to pull together more data together so that we 
have more information on risks to our water from this project, and other mega-
operations we will see in the future.  It would be wise to support Dr. Kolok in finishing 
these analysis prior to any decisions being made on approval of this project.  That is 



why Omaha City Council members should consider working to gather this info prior to 
construction.

At a January meeting on the issue in Omaha Dr. Kolok suggested a facility of this size 
would most likely have an impact (watch this League of Women Voter recorded video of 
Dr. Kolok & Des Moines Water Works GM Bill Stowe on area water quality concerns) to 
Eastern Nebraska.  On the GC Resolve website you can also see data on Nebraska's 
rising nitrate levels, which suggests that we do not have more room for additional 
nitrates (nor other contaminant build up) in our water.

Thanks for your time, efforts, and concerns.  My hopes are that we can get some real 
scientific data prior to rushing into something that could affect future generations of 
Eastern Nebraska residents.

Sincerely,

Graham P. Christensen
President, GC Resolve
@GCResolve
http://www.gcresolve.com/
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